[Treatment of post-coronarography femoral false aneurysm by compression, guided by Doppler echography].
We evaluated the role of color Doppler US-guided compression in the non-invasive treatment of femoral artery pseudoaneurysms after cardiac catheterization, including 22 PTCA procedures. The diagnosis of 32 pseudoaneurysms in 32 patients was accomplished by detection of the typical US-Doppler pattern consisting of the swirling color Doppler flow and the "to and fro" pulsed Doppler waveform at a mean 3.6 days (1 to 14) after the cardiac catheterization. Thirteen patients had multiple cavity pseudoaneurysms (2 to 4). All the patients immediately underwent compression therapy. Treatment was successful in 42/49 cavities (86%) and 25/32 patients (78%), usually after 1 to 3 compression cycles of 6 to 8 minutes duration. Only one recurrence was noted at the 24 hour US-Doppler follow-up. In all cases, pain relief during compression was an excellent clinical sign of hemostatic plug formation and conversion from pseudoaneurysm to simple hematoma. Failures occurred among patients under high dose anticoagulants in spite of 4 to 10 compression cycles. In conclusion, color Doppler US-guided compression of post-cardiac catheterization pseudoaneurysms should be the first line therapeutic modality, even in cases of multiple cavities and among patients under effective anticoagulation therapy.